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Another decree that was regarded as Bolshevik concerned
the division of property. No one might own more than thirty
hectares of land. Big properties were being broken up and
compensated for at pre-war values, causing much indignation
among big landowners 1

" I am regarded as a Bolshevik/' said the Prime Minister,
" but I want you to understand the difference between us : we
desire-that every peasant should own his land, whereas the
Bolsheviks insist that everything should be State owned.
Besides, the Soviet is a dictatorship, ours is a democracy. I
liken the social system of our civilization to a great old tree.
The Bolsheviks said the tree was too old and cut it down.
Now we, appreciating the time it has taken that tree to grow,
have merely trimmed the branches that overhung and kept
out the sun."

And then he got on to the subject so dear to his heart, and
for which he had pleaded and stormed at international con-
ferences : Bulgaria must have her outlet to the ^Egean. It
was promised to her in the Treaty of Neuilly. Whoever op-
posed that would be Bulgaria's enemy. Bulgaria's policy,
however, was to have peace: "until now we have fought
all our neighbours except the Black Sea/' he said, but it
was time to turn to culture and reforms. He mischievously
referred to a neighbour who was always boasting her size
and new territorial acquisitions and who affected a great
Balkan superiority, but who as a matter of fact had far
fewer schools and a higher percentage of illiterates than
Bulgaria. Stamboulisky believed his party would be in
power another fifteen years, but he intended, he said, to
lead it only through its stormy days. "As soon as there
is calm, I shall retire from public life to write my ex-
periences."

He invited me to come back the following summer and
bring my children; he would contrive a holiday at the same
time and we would spend it in the famous Vallee des Roses.
It was a pity, he said, that I. was not a Bulgarian, he would
make good use of me.

" We need women like you, and like Mademoiselle Standoff/1
And I thought to myself that although it is a great satisfaction